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In a short time the king came from the castle, dressed
in cloth of gold, with his hair woven into gold rings, a
chain of gold upon his neck, and on his hands rings very
artificially set with diamonds and jewels of great value;
over his head was borne a rich canopy; and by his chair of
state, on which he sat down when he had entered the
house, stood a page with a fan set with sapphires, to
moderate the excess of the heat. Here he received the
compliments of the English, and then honourably dis-
missed them.

The castle, which they had some opportunity of ob-
serving, seemed of no great force ; it was built by the
Portuguese, who, attempting to reduce this kingdom into
an absolute subjection, murdered the king, and intended
to pursue their scheme by the destruction of all his sons;
but the general abhorrence which cruelty and perfidy
naturally excite, armed all the nation against them, and
procured their total expulsion from all the dominions of
Ternate, which, from that time, increasing in power, con-
tinued to make new conquests, and to deprive them of
other acquisitions.

While they lay before Ternate, a gentleman catae on
board, attended by his interpreter. He was dressed some-
what in the European manner, and soon distinguished
himself from the natives of Ternate, or any other country
that they had seen, by his civility and apprehension. Such
a visitant may easily be imagined to excite their curiosity,
which he gratified by informing them, that he was a native
of China, of the family of the king then reigning; and
that being accused of a capital crime, of which, though he
was innocent, he had not evidence to clear himself, he had
petitioned the king that he might not be exposed to a trial,
but that his cause might be referred to divine providence,
and that he might be allowed to leave his country, with a
prohibition against returning, unless heaven, in attestation
of his innocence, should enable him to 6ring back to the
king some intelligence that might be to the honour .and
advantage of the empire of China. In search of such